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Earlier this month the Gallatin County School District along with every school district in 

Kentucky was notified that our basic school funding (SEEK) would be cut this school year 2011-

2012.  We anticipated this mid-year funding cut and had planned and budgeted accordingly.    

Our district alone was cut well over $173,520.00 which included funding for building 

construction. 

As a point of emphasis and understanding, the compensating tax rate we set this year will 

generate approximately an additional $226,260 over the amount we collected last year.  The 

mandated rank and step increases on our salary tables calculated to approximately $107,000.  

The increase in CERS (county retirement for classified staff) was $43,149 and the increase in the 

KTRS (Kentucky Teacher Retirement System) match for Fund 1 was $15,131 for a total of 

$165,280.  Our compensating tax rate gives us a little over $60,000 to use for increases in other 

expenses such as diesel fuel, utilities, etc.  Please also keep in mind that our EduJobs project in 

Fund 2 is taking about $352,000 out of our General Fund budget this year and those 

expenditures will be back in our general fund budget once the EduJobs funding is over this year.  

So, keeping that in mind we will be about $292,000 short next year for our General Fund 

Budget.  We are working on the draft budget for 2012-2013 now.  All of our employees have 

been without raises beyond the minimal mandated increase for years of experience and/or a 

rank change for the past three years.  With the elimination of state funding for textbooks and 

reductions in professional development, extended school services, and other state programs, 

etc., by the state, I see Kentucky sliding back to pre-KERA funding days as expectations continue 

to rise.  It is irresponsible to say that education has been spared in all of the funding cuts we 

have experienced in Kentucky – in fact, it’s a lie.  Education has been cut drastically.  At a time 

when we are trying to get every student college and career ready our resources are dwindling.  

The needs of our students are great.  Our schools are a reflection of the community we serve. 

Below are graphs that demonstrate the cuts we have experienced statewide in education since 

2008.   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 



 



 


